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TRIBUTE TO STEN CARLSON

HON. TOM LANTOS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 18, 2002

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, it is my great
pleasure to invite my colleagues to join me in
paying tribute to my friend, Sten Carlson of
Burlingame, California, on the occasion of his
ninetieth birthday. I want to acknowledge his
public service and lifetime of accomplish-
ments.

Mr. Carlson was born on June 27, 1912 in
Fort William, Ontario, Canada, of Swedish im-
migrant parents. Sten’s early life was spent
farming in Saskatchewan. He immigrated to
the United States in 1951 where he met and
later married Elizabeth. They have been hap-
pily married for the past forty-five years and
are the proud parents of Eric, an automobile
executive, and Frank, who was killed in a hor-
rible violent crime in San Francisco shortly
after his marriage.

Mr. Speaker, Sten Carlson was a model
employee of MacDonald Aircraft where he
built the Mosquito aircraft, a low flying plane
used for observing troop movement and low
level bombing. Known as the ‘‘Flying Coffin,’’
the aircraft was made of balsa wood and glue,
and powered by Rolls Royce Engines. He
then worked for 25 years as a ground me-
chanic for United Airlines in San Francisco. Al-
though he retired in 1977, Sten has continued
to be active in the local labor community, be-
coming a lifetime member of the International
Association of Machinists Local 1781. To this
day, Sten still serves as a member of the
Board of Directors of Retirees. He has been a
strong voice for retirees and for protecting
pensioners.

I am grateful to have the privilege of paying
tribute to a man so dedicated to the enrich-
ment of his community. Mr. Carlson is a tire-
less volunteer at San Francisco’s public tele-
vision station, KQED, and has given over 15
years of volunteer service to Peninsula Med-
ical Center. He is currently involved in imple-
menting the medical center’s Lifeline Program,
which provides local seniors with a transmitter
placed in a necklace. If the senior is in need
of medical assistance and unable to reach the
phone they can then push a button on the me-
dallion, sending a signal to local emergency
medical services that they need assistance.

These efforts are typical of Sten Carlson, as
he has always made time in his life for com-
munity service. His own personal tragedy, the
loss of a son in a senseless violent crime, has
been the motivation for his long-standing focus
on victim support groups, a commitment span-
ning over three decades. Sten Carlson lives a
life that serves as a testimony to integrity, fi-
delity, honor, ethical courage, and devotion to
family, friends, and country.

Mr. Speaker, I invite my colleagues to join
me in saluting and congratulating this extraor-
dinary individual, Sten Carlson, as he and his
family gather to celebrate his 90th birthday.

FREEDOM IS NOT FREE

HON. C.L. ‘‘BUTCH’’ OTTER
OF IDAHO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 18, 2002

Mr. OTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
place into the RECORD the thoughts of one of
my constituents, Ginny McConnell of Troy,
Idaho. Every Member of this House should
take Ginny’s comments to heart as we con-
sider further curbs on the freedoms we enjoy.
I am proud of Ginny McConnell and of the
people of Idaho who continue to cherish the
lessons our Founding Fathers taught us more
than two centuries ago.

TOUGH DECISIONS HAVE HARD CONSEQUENCES

(By Ginny McConnell)
Recently, one of my students left a mes-

sage on my voice mail to tell me she would
be unable to come to class for the three days
of oral presentations because one of her chil-
dren was sick. Her group, now without her,
had to scramble to cover her part of their re-
port. I had allocated 25 points for the oral
portion and 75 points for the written mate-
rials that would be handed in.

When the student returned to class, I told
her she would not get the 25 points for the
oral report, since she was not there. She im-
mediately went to the college director to
complain that it was not fair that I should
deny her those 25 points. This student was
unclear on the concept that hard decisions
mean that you can’t have it both ways. Her
choice to stay home with her sick child in-
stead of finding someone to sit with him
meant that she had to forfeit the points for
the oral presentation.

Possibly our advertising is at least par-
tially at fault here, with its ‘‘you can have it
all’’ mentality. But Patrick Henry under-
stood the reality of difficult choices: ‘‘Give
me liberty or give me death.’’ I thought of
him when I heard a radio report that four
out of five Americans said they would give
up their rights for the government to make
the country safe from terrorism. Possibly
these people are like my student: they think
they won’t really have to give up anything,
that they can keep their rights and be com-
pletely safe from terrorism. Patrick Henry
knew better.

This is a very hard choice to make, no
doubt about it. But be very careful here, my
friends. Don’t be so quick to let the govern-
ment direct your lives and suspend the Bill
of Rights. Do those four out of five people
think this will be a temporary situation? Do
they think they are safe because they have
nothing to hide from the government? Nei-
ther is true.

To paraphrase John Steinbeck, the govern-
ment is a monster and the monster must be
fed. It will not be satisfied with just a little
snack. And, even if terrorism should be com-
pletely eradicated, the government will be
more reluctant to return those rights than a
landlord with a large security deposit. You
can kiss them goodbye. They are so easy to
give up and so hard to get back. A right here,
a right there . . . pretty soon the govern-
ment has gobbled them all up.

I realize the importance of feeling safe and
secure in our country. But I also have come

to realize that death is not the worst thing
that can happen. If I have to give up my civil
rights to the government, which always
thinks it knows how to run my life better
than I do, then stand me up next to Patrick
Henry and shoot me. Were I to tolerate what
four out of five Americans seem willing to
do, a million ghosts in gray, in blue, in
khaki, in olive drab and in camouflage would
rise up and chastise me with, ‘‘What do you
think we died for? Now you’ve made it all for
nothing.’’

Yes, I know that extraordinary times call
for extraordinary measures. And I will gladly
put up with a search of my luggage at the
airport and a presentation of my picture
identification whenever. But that’s a whole
different ballgame from the FBI coming
warrantless into my home and checking out
my closets and my computer. We have ample
evidence of certain governmental arms ex-
panding their authority. Do those four out of
five people honestly believe this will not
happen in their new America?

We have a duty to preserve the United
States for the future. And if that means we
give our lives for it today, well, that’s the
price of liberty. I think we’re a little too
concerned with our physical existence and
not nearly enough about our philosophical
existence. We should think long and hard
about any powers we cede to the govern-
ment—I should say, to those we have allowed
to represent us. Sometimes we forget that
we are the government. Let’s not change
that.

As the late Jim Morrison said about life
(and he would know), ‘‘No one here gets out
alive.’’ Sometimes tough choices must be
made, in which case we don’t get the benefits
of the road we didn’t take. If you don’t make
your oral report, you don’t get the points for
it. If you give up your rights, you don’t get
to keep them.

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BOB RILEY
OF ALABAMA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 18, 2002
Mr. RILEY. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoidably

detained for Roll Call No. 230, on Agreeing to
the Journal. Had I been present I would have
voted yea.

I was also unavoidably detained for Roll Call
No. 231, H. Con. Res. 415, Recognizing Na-
tional Homeownership Month. Had I been
present I would have voted yea.

I was also unavoidably detained for Roll Call
No. 232, H. Con. Res. 340, Supporting Menin-
gitis Awareness Month. Had I been present I
would have voted yea.

f

U.S. EMBASSY IN EQUATORIAL
GUINEA

HON. DOUG BEREUTER
OF NEBRASKA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 18, 2002
Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, this Member

wishes to commend the Bush Administration
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for its recent decision to open a U.S. Embassy
in Malabo, Equatorial Guinea. Indeed, the in-
vestment of Federal funds and State Depart-
ment personnel for representation in the small
African country may pay huge dividends in the
form of American lives saved and U.S. na-
tional interests protected.

According to the State Department, over
1,500 Americans live and work in Equatorial
Guinea—primarily in the oil industry. Addition-
ally, U.S. investment in Equatorial Guinea is
over $5 billion. As the U.S. presence in-
creases, it is critical that the U.S. provide serv-
ices and assistance to our citizens. For exam-
ple, in the case of a natural disaster, access
to American embassy officials who can serve
as liaisons between Americans and the local
hospital could mean the difference between
life and death for those Americans caught in
the country during the emergency. Also, main-
taining a U.S. embassy in Equatorial Guinea
would allow U.S. businesses to explore future
investment opportunities in the country. Such
investments would be important for a region
which is struggling to build economic stability
for the long term.

f

DR. HELLER NAMED FIRST DIREC-
TOR OF CENTER FOR HEALTH
WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

HON. CONSTANCE A. MORELLA
OF MARYLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 18, 2002

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, I am de-
lighted to advise my colleagues that Dr. Bar-
bara R. Heller, a former constituent, and
friend, who served in my office as a legislative
fellow, will leave her position as Dean of the
University of Maryland School of Nursing. She
will be accepting a position as the first Execu-
tive Director of the newly formed Center for
Health Workforce Development and the first
Rauschenbach Distinguished Professor, an
endowed professorship dedicated to the im-
provement of nursing and nursing education.

A nationally and internationally known nurs-
ing educator, Dr. Heller will leave behind a
significant legacy after twelve years of vision-
ary leadership at the University of Maryland
School of Nursing. During her tenure, the
school has received four consecutive top 10
rankings by U.S. News & World Report,
moved into a new state of the art nursing
school building, and raised nearly $10 million
for Maryland’s premier public institution.

The State of Maryland has been the bene-
ficiary of Dr. Heller’s energy and commitment
to the School’s mission of community service.
Since 1990, the school has developed a new
model of clinical instruction and health care
service, resulting in five Wellmobiles, 14
school-based wellness centers, a high school
based family support center, the Open Gates
Health Center, as well as the Pediatric Ambu-
latory Care Center, which serves our most vul-
nerable populations.

Dr. Heller’s leadership has transformed the
School of Nursing into a nationally recognized
center of excellence. She has recruited promi-
nent nurse researchers and scientists, result-
ing in a 900% increase in grants and contract
awards for the School of Nursing. During a
critical period of the national nursing shortage,
the School of Nursing has also seen increases

in both enrollment and diversity due to aggres-
sive strategies of outreach, enhanced scholar-
ship support, marketing and student recruit-
ment. In fact, the School’s minority student
population has more than doubled in the past
dozen years, from 15% to 35%.

On June 20, 2002, Maryland elected offi-
cials, University officials, faculty, staff, stu-
dents, alumni and friends will honor Dr. Bar-
bara Heller for her many years of leadership.
I Join them in saluting her for her critical role
in preparing nurses for the 21st century.

f

HONORING NATIONAL HISTORY
CONTEST WINNERS

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM
OF MINNESOTA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 18, 2002

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, it is always
a privilege when I have the opportunity to rec-
ognize a young person for a special accom-
plishment. Today, I feel especially fortunate to
acknowledge a group of students who have
used their talents to explore a wide variety of
historical issues.

I want to congratulate eight young women
from the Fourth District of Minnesota who
have embraced the subject of history and
taken it one step further. These students not
only participated in this year’s National History
Day competition, but also came away with na-
tional prizes. These bright, ambitious students
worked as true historians in creating their
projects—they were actual documentarians,
playwrights, researchers, and curators. They
applied what they learned in the classroom
and used it in a real world setting.

Anna Rice, a tenth grader from Central High
School in St. Paul, took the prestigious Grand
Prize in the National History Day competition
by submitting a top-notch research paper.
Anna should be very proud to be recognized
as the Nation’s top young historical writer.

Caitlyn Ngam and Madeline Kreider, eighth
graders from Capitol Hill Magnet School in St.
Paul, won third place for their outstanding ex-
hibit on tobacco reform. Their fellow class-
mates, Kirsten Slungaard and Meredith Pain,
earned seventh place for their exceptional
documentary on Tibet.

Melissa Brown, Kaitie Cochrane and
Lindsey Jans, seventh graders from Sunrise
Park Middle School in White Bear Lake,
walked away with a national prize for their per-
formance of ‘‘Separate But Equal: Brown v.
Board of Education.’’ These students also had
the honor of performing their project at the
Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum of
American History in Washington, DC.

I am very proud of all the students who par-
ticipated in this year’s contest. The time and
dedication they have committed to their
projects should be commended. It is wonderful
that these eight students received special rec-
ognition for their work. The fact that they were
singled out among over half a million partici-
pants nationwide is astonishing.

I will continue to lend my support to this im-
portant competition. Events such as the Na-
tional History Day Contest not only give young
people a chance to shine, but allows them to
use their talents and creativity to make a dif-
ference in their communities.

CONGRATULATIONS TO MRS.
ALMA V. WHITE OF GARY, INDI-
ANA

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 18, 2002
Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, on occasion,

I am fortunate enough to come to the floor to
congratulate a person who has devoted her
entire life to improving the lives of others.
Today, I am proud to congratulate Mrs. Alma
V. White of Gary, Indiana, as she retires from
her position as Assistant Director of the Lake
County Department of Family and Children,
after serving more than 18 years in that posi-
tion and 48 years in service to the residents
of Lake County. Her presence in the discipline
of social services will not be easily replaced.
Throughout her life, Mrs. White has helped
many of the less fortunate in her community
overcome their difficult circumstances.

In addition to her career in public service,
Mrs. White has also been involved with nu-
merous community organizations. She is a
member of Grace United Methodist Church, as
well as such noble organizations as the Amer-
ican Red Cross and the National Council of
Negro Women, among many others. Mrs.
White’s commitment to her community has
consistently earned the praise of her peers.
She has been named ‘‘Woman of the Year’’
three times by the Gary Business and Profes-
sional Women Organization and has received
numerous other awards of achievement
throughout her exceptional career.

Amidst the celebration of her career, there
is sadness that the services of such a great
woman will be unable to be matched in the fu-
ture of the Department of Family and Social
Services. Not only does Mrs. White diligently
work to provide for the needs of her commu-
nity, but she also cares about the vital issues
that she encounters on a daily basis. This
combination of commitment and compassion
distinguishes Mrs. White from her stellar col-
leagues, and the people of Lake County are
fortunate to have such a devoted individual
working on their behalf. Her services to the
Lake County Division of Family and Social
Services will be sorely missed.

But, Mr. Speaker, I am confident that Mrs.
White will continue to serve her community for
many years to come. It cannot be disputed
that Mrs. White has improved the lives of
countless people. This is the mark of a true
public servant.

Mr. Speaker, I hope that you and all of my
colleagues will join with me in congratulating
Mrs. Alma White for her 48 years of distin-
guished service and wish her a happy and
healthy retirement. Although she may be retir-
ing from the Division of Family and Children,
the residents of Lake County will continue to
reap the rewards of her benevolent spirit.

f

WAR CLOUDS GATHERING IN
SOUTH ASIA

HON. DAN BURTON
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 18, 2002

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, the
danger of war in South Asia concerns us all.
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